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the Marquis of Raigecourt, was able to remain near
her benefactress. Louis XVI. signed the marriage
contract June 27, 1784, and when every year any-
thing was said about her allowance, Madame Elisa-
beth would say, "There is none for me; but then
I haye my Raigecourt."

Mademoiselle de Mackau, Marchioness of Bom-
belles, was two years older than the Princess, whose
playmate she had been in childhood. On her mar-
riage, in 1778, the King gave her a dowry of one
hundred thousand francs, a pension of six thousand
francs, and the position of companion to Madame
Elisabeth. The Princess said: " At last my wishes are
gratified; you are mine. How pleasant it is to think
that there is a new tie between us, and to hope that
nothing will loosen it!" M. de Bombelles was an
officer; in 1785 he entered the diplomatic career, and
in 1786 was the French minister at Lisbon. After
losing his wife in 1800, he took orders, and became
Bishop of Amiens in 1819. His third son, who
entered the Austrian service, in 1834, married Marie
Louise, the widow of Napoleon I.

M. Feuillet de Conches has published some of the
letters written by Madame Elisabeth to her friends.
Undoubtedly the sister of Louis XVI. would have
been astonished if she had been told that some day
her letters would be printed; for never was there a
correspondence more void of literary pretensions.
" Madame Elisabeth's style," says her editor, " is a
real rough diamond, at once diffuse, familiar, and